
Norman Everett Bowen's Thoughts and Pictures of World War Two 
 

Although this isn't all of Norman's story, this webpage will show you pictures of 
places and leaders of World War II. 

 

Almost A Pulitzer 

           

The newspaper photographer who took the picture (above, left) of Emperor 
Hirohito won a Pulitzer Prize, while Norman's picture (above, right) shows the 
same thing at the same time, but from a different angle. 

 

Hirohito And His Wife 

          



These are some pictures of Emperor Hirohito and his wife. "Hirohito was such a 
horrible person that his wife was one of the few people that would stand by 

him."...Norm Bowen , 1945 

 

The Stand 

  

Here are pictures of the stand where Hirohito gave speeches and inspirational 
messages. This stand was used many times throughout the war , but the pictures 

taken today were after World War II had ended. Approximately 20,000 people 
from the city died in World War II. 

 Welcome to one exciting story about Norman Bowen's experience  in World 
War  II 

 

    My grandfather, Norman Everett Bowen, was born on April 14, 1927, and is 
now 71 years old. When we first talked, he had a hard time remembering many 
details of World War II. After we began talking about the war, he remembered 
that he had many pictures of Japan. He decided to go dig them up, and that's 
when he started to remember more about it. 

   He volunteered for the army and trained at Fort McClellan for a couple of 
months. Then he was enlisted on June 5, 1946 at Omaha, Nebraska. He 
volunteered for the army at the age of 18, right after graduating from high school. 
He volunteered for a couple of reasons, one; his dad had just died and there was 
nothing to do for him at home, and also because of the GI Bill. He wanted the 
opportunity to go to school, and the GI Bill seemed to be the only possibility. He 
signed up for a short term of 2 years. 



    When he signed up he was able to get his tuition paid in full. This was a 
common thing for an 18 year old to do. My grandpa said that everybody wanted 

to be in the army at that time. 

   My grandpa was not asked to fight in the war but only go 
to Japan for a little more than a year as part of the 
occupation forces. The actual fighting was over, but the war 
was not officially over. He worked in the harbor, and typed 
sailing orders for ships. He had the job of taking the orders 
to the captain so the captain could sign them. His job was 
pretty interesting, and he met lots of people, including 
many Japanese. 

   Grandpa always says that he really wasn't in the war, but he is still part of the 
American Legion, because the war was not officially over until December 31, 
1946. Although the fighting was over, the war had not officially ended. My 
grandpa was shipped overseas on the Marine Devil from Fort Lewis, Washington. 
He remembers everyone getting sick because none of them were used to big 
ships like that. He was assigned to the 2nd major port at 
Yokohama, Japan. 

   The most important memory of my grandpa was the parade 
in Japan. He remembers standing very close to Hirohito, the 
emperor of Japan. He also took many pictures of this because 
it was very important at the time. After the parade he 
listened to Hirohito talk to his people. My grandpa was sent 
home in October of 1947. He says it was an exciting and a 
good experience. He felt it was neat to travel to Japan and see the beautiful 
country side. He also was able to see many areas where Japan was badly 
damaged and bombed.  

   Also Melvin, one of my grandpa's brothers, was in WWII. He volunteered for the 
war when he was 18, and was in the army air force for 30 years. Also, my 
grandpa's other brother, Leonard was drafted for WWII, and was an engineer on 
the airplanes. When my grandpa went to war, Leonard was able to come home to 
work on the farm. 



  My grandpa also knew another friend of his who went to war 
and was captured by the Japanese. He was a good friend of 
my grandpa, and actually lived in Durand most of his life. His 
name was Walter Gilles. My grandpa said Walter really didn't 
talk of the war much, and if he did tell stories, he can't really 
remember them. 

    My grandpa does remember though, that Walter was 
captured in the Philipines, and shipped to Japan. Walter had 
to march in what was called the Bataan Death March. Many 

prisoners died of disease and mistreatment, but Walter luckily survived. He was 
kept in Japanese prison camps for 3 years. Prisoners had to work hard and were 
treated badly. Walter miraculously made it through, although I am sure there 
were some side effects after he was released. He held a deep grudge against the 
Japanese for some time. 

   My grandpa is only able to remember bits and pieces of the war because it was 
a long time ago. He thinks that this war was a patriotic war and we needed to 
stop aggression. He is happy that we helped out in this war compared to some of 
the other wars we may not have needed to be involved in. He thinks the dropping 
of the atomic bomb was a smart choice because we needed to end the war 
quickly, and without the bomb we would have lost many more lives. World War II 
killed more people, destroyed more property, disrupted more lives, and probably 
had more far-reaching consequences than any other war in history, but it was still 
a war that was needed. If the war hadn't happened, just think of what our world 
would be like. . . would we all have blond hair and blue eyes? 
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http://www.durand.k12.wi.us/hs/history/gilles/gilles.html

